TOWNSHIP GENERAL ASSISTANCE OVERVIEW

General Assistance (GA) is a state mandated income maintenance welfare program, which also provides medical assistance.  It is one of three welfare programs authorized by the Illinois Public Aid Code.  The other two, administered by the Illinois Department of Human Services, are the Aid to the Aged, Blind or Disabled (AABD) and Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF).  The Social Security Administration also offers a welfare program, Supplemental Security Income (SSI). The Veterans Assistance Commission (VAC) for McHenry County is considered a General Assistance Program.  You can receive only ONE welfare program at a time.  
Every Township in Illinois must administer General Assistance through the Office of the Supervisor (with the exception of the City of Chicago, where the Department of Human Services is responsible for providing GA). Each Township must have written rules and guidelines.  Most McHenry County Townships have adopted the “General Assistance Handbook” prepared by the Township Supervisors of Illinois (TSI), a division of the Township Officials of Illinois (TOI).

You must apply for assistance in the Township where you currently reside and show proof of residency.  A person cannot be refused an application if they request one, or appear to request one.  This applies to all agencies offering welfare programs.  Most Townships make appointments for the client to apply for assistance; therefore it is recommended the client call the Township first, before coming to the Township Office.

General Assistance is basically for single people or childless couples over the age of 18.  When a family unit contains dependent children, they are referred to the Illinois Department of Human Services in Woodstock.  There they can apply for cash assistance, food stamps and medical assistance.  A person can receive GA while receiving food stamps and/or medical assistance, but not if they are receiving cash assistance.

As per adopted written guidelines, eligibility for General Assistance is based upon his/her income and assets for a 30-day period.  A basic guideline to be eligible is the budgeted income and/or assets must be below $245.00 for 30 days.  
There are income deductions that may be given to applicants or recipients who are employed. Applicants and/or recipients that are unemployed must register at the Illinois Department of Employment Security with Illinois Employment & Training Center (IETC) Job Service/Skills Match program and actively seek employment. The maximum grant allowed monthly to a single individual is $245.00 and is paid directly to the vendor, i.e. landlord, utility company, grocery store, etc.  Most Townships do not pay cash to the recipient.

General Assistance is intended to help residents maintain their household.  Assistance may be disbursed for specific basic maintenance needs as follows:  shelter, utilities, food, clothing, household supplies, personal essentials, and laundry.

Basic eligibility requirements are:

Apply for assistance in writing.

Be a resident of the Township where they are applying for assistance.


Be registered at Job Service at the Unemployment Office every 30 days if not working.


Actively seek employment.


Provide all information requested by the Township.


Cooperate in getting information needed by the Township.


Follow up, in good faith, with any referrals given by the Township.


Keep all appointments at the Township Office.

GA eligibility is re-determined monthly, by appointment, and as long as the recipient maintains his/her eligibility, they may continue to receive a GA monthly grant.  

In addition to General Assistance, Townships are a good source of referral information.  Some Townships offer food pantries and offer food and/or gift baskets during the holidays.  

Algonquin Township offers several educational and social programs such as computer classes, senior transportation, senior bingo and golden diners.  A list of services is attached.
TOWNSHIP EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE

Townships have the option of also offering Emergency Assistance (EA) to their residents.  Not all Townships have Emergency Assistance.  EA may be granted to alleviate a life-threatening circumstance or to assist in attaining self-sufficiency. The objective of EA is to assist in emergency situations, such as a disconnection notice on a utility bill, a letter of pending foreclosure, or an eviction notice.  

A Township offering Emergency Assistance must have written rules and guidelines.  A Township offering EA can set their own income and payment standards.  If the amount needed to alleviate the emergency exceeds the payment amount adopted by the Township, the Township may not pay until the client comes up with the difference.  The cooperation of several agencies may be needed to alleviate the problem.

Emergency Assistance is given only once in a 12 month period.  If a Township gives a client EA, that client is not eligible for EA from ANY Township for 12 months.

A person cannot receive General Assistance and Emergency Assistance at the same time.  A person must be deemed ineligible for GA before receiving EA.  In addition, a person cannot receive EA if they are currently receiving cash assistance from the Illinois Dept. of Human Services or SSI from Social Security. 

